Danish Gratitude to Wellesley           [1807

This considerate treatment produced a grateful and inter-
esting letter from the Danish General Oxholm.

Penetrated with gratitude [he wrote] for your human and generous
conduct towards me and all the officers prisoners, I beg leave here in
writing to repeat what my words were unable to express when you left
Kioge. I have been at headquarters, and received there from Lord
Cathcart an equal noble treatment: my officers were permitted to go
home on their parole; the soldiers were sent on board the ships; I
could not obtain any indulgence for them, but I have no right to com-
plain, well convinced that, could it have been granted, it would have been
done. It is a great pitty [sic] that political views should counteract the
private feelings of the individuals, but, as soldiers, our lot is to obey.1

But perhaps one of the most engaging letters of gratitude
received by General Wellesley during this campaign is one
signed " Tonnejen", in which the warmth of sentiment
predominates over the writer's knowledge of the English
language.

It is an obligation to me [writes this grateful gentleman] to thank you
most sincerely and of my heart for the protection you have given me in
these days your troops have laid in my neighbourhood. I can never
forget it; I shall still remember it; and I beg you most humbly that
you never will withdraw me this protection so long your troops are
staying here; it will still be a comfort to me and family in letting us live
in rest and security.

I cannot finish this without giving the best testimony to that people
you have given me to guard. They have always behaved them as
people belonging to a great and generous nation.2

By the first week in September the whole affair was over,
and into Arthur Wellesley's honest hands was given the
arrangement of the treaty of capitulation.

' I have only to observe upon this instrument PIC writes the Secretary

of State for War] that it contains the absolute and unconditional cession

. of the fleet and naval stores, and gives us the possession of those military

points which are necessary in order to enable us to equip and carry away
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